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Arab Emirates has been successfully con-
cluded and that the agreement has been
signed. Completion of this sale is another sig-
nificant step in the strategic relationship be-
tween the United States and the United Arab
Emirates and reflects the importance we at-
tach to strengthen the defensive capability
of one of our most important friends in the
Gulf. This sale is also important for the viabil-
ity of our defense industrial base and will
benefit American workers. I want to person-
ally thank President bin Zayid for his com-
mitment to making this aircraft sale a reality.

Memorandum on Delegation of
Authority To Transmit Report on
Cooperative Projects With Russia
March 3, 2000

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense

Subject: Delegation of Authority to Transmit
Report on Cooperative Projects With Russia

By authority vested in me as President by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including section 301 of
title 3, I hereby delegate to the Secretary of
Defense the duties and responsibilities vest-
ed in the President by section 2705(d) of Di-
vision G of the Omnibus Consolidated and
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations
Act, 1999 (Public Law 105–277; 112 Stat.
2681–844). Such duties and responsibilities
shall be exercised subject to the concurrence
of the Secretary of State.

The reporting requirements delegated by
this memorandum to the Secretary of De-
fense may be redelegated not lower than the
Under Secretary level. The Department of
Defense shall obtain clearance on the report
from the Office of Management and Budget
prior to its submission to the Congress.

Any reference in this memorandum to the
provisions of any Act shall be deemed to be
referenced to such Act or its provisions as
may be amended from time to time.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on March 6.

Statement on the Non-Proliferation
of Nuclear Weapons Treaty

March 6, 2000

Thirty years ago—March 5, 1970—the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT) entered into force. The
countries that negotiated the NPT had clear
and important goals. They wanted a safer,
more secure world in which states not pos-
sessing nuclear weapons would foreswear
their acquisition, and in which states with nu-
clear weapons would work toward elimi-
nating them. They wanted an effective
verification system to confirm these commit-
ments. And they wanted to ensure that coun-
tries could use the atom peacefully to im-
prove the lives of their people without spur-
ring nuclear weapons proliferation.

On that day in 1970, 43 countries com-
mitted themselves to the vision of the NPT.
Today, there are 187 parties. Over the past
30 years, the NPT has served as an increas-
ingly important barrier to the spread of nu-
clear weapons. The United States remains
committed to achieving universal adherence
to the NPT and will continue working to
bring all remaining countries into the treaty.

The strength and effectiveness of the NPT
today are a legacy of countless individuals
who crafted and promoted this irreplaceable
treaty. I am proud that during my administra-
tion the parties to the NPT made a major
contribution to lasting peace and security by
agreeing in 1995 to make the treaty perma-
nent.

Adherence to the NPT, together with in-
spections called for in the treaty by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), pro-
vide assurance to countries that their neigh-
bors’ nuclear programs are peaceful. The
United States strongly supports the IAEA
and calls on other NPT parties to work with
us in strengthening the IAEA’s ability to en-
sure compliance with the treaty.

Such compliance allows countries with nu-
clear technology to share the many peaceful
benefits of the atom, reducing the risk that
this cooperation will not result in weapons
activities. Improved human health, increased
food production, and adequate supplies of
clean water are only a few of the many ways
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in which nuclear techniques contribute to a
better world.

The NPT also calls for parties to ‘‘pursue
negotiations in good faith on effective meas-
ures relating to cessation of the nuclear arms
race at an early date and to nuclear disar-
mament.’’ Remarkable progress in nuclear
disarmament has occurred since the end of
the cold war. Under the START process, the
United States and Russia have committed to
reduce deployed strategic nuclear warheads
by approximately two-thirds from cold war
levels. We have agreed to a START III
framework that would cut these arsenals by
80 percent from those peaks, and we will in-
tensify our efforts to work with Russia to
bring this agreement into effect. Already, the
United States has eliminated some 59 per-
cent of our overall nuclear weapons, and
many U.S. facilities once dedicated to the
production of nuclear weapons have been
shut down, deactivated, or converted to other
uses. Our nuclear weapons are no longer tar-
geted against any country; our Army, Marine
Corps, and surface and air Navy no longer
deploy nuclear weapons; and our bomber
force no longer stands on alert.

NATO has reduced the number of nuclear
warheads dedicated to its sub-strategic forces
in Europe by 85 percent, and NATO’s dual
capable aircraft, the Alliance’s only nuclear
forces, are no longer maintained on alert sta-
tus, and their readiness levels have been re-
duced from minutes to weeks.

The United States and Russia are cooper-
ating to ensure no further production of
weapons-usable material, the safe storage of
existing quantities of such material, and
internationally supervised elimination of sur-
plus stocks of nuclear materials.

We will continue the U.S. moratorium on
nuclear testing and work to establish a uni-
versal ban through the Comprehensive
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. The Conference
on Disarmament should take the next essen-
tial step for global nuclear disarmament by
negotiating a fissile material cutoff treaty
now, without conditions.

The United States is committed to the ulti-
mate elimination of all nuclear weapons.
Achieving this goal will be neither easy nor
rapid. Accordingly, the United States rededi-
cates itself to work tirelessly and expedi-

tiously to create conditions that will make
possible even deeper reductions in nuclear
weapons and, ultimately, their elimination.

Proclamation 7280—Save Your
Vision Week, 2000
March 6, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Sight is a precious gift that enables us to

experience the wonder of the world around
us; but few of us think about what we would
do if we lost our vision. Unfortunately, mil-
lions of Americans must face this challenge
because of conditions like cataracts, glau-
coma, diabetic eye disease, or age-related
macular degeneration.

Our most powerful tool in the battle
against vision loss is early detection. A dilated
eye examination can reveal signs of many eye
diseases and disorders long before a patient
experiences pain or any other noticeable
symptom. Through early intervention and
treatment, the vision loss accompanying such
diseases can be reduced, postponed, or even
prevented. Protective eyewear can also play
a vital role in saving vision, particularly for
individuals who use chemicals or operate ma-
chinery.

There is hope as well for people who suffer
from low vision. Affecting 1 in 20 Americans,
low vision is an impairment that cannot be
corrected by standard glasses, contact lenses,
medicine, or surgery, and interferes with
one’s ability to participate in everyday activi-
ties. While it can occur in people of all ages
and backgrounds, low vision primarily affects
the growing population of people over 65
years old; other higher risk populations, in-
cluding Hispanic and African Americans, are
more likely to develop low vision at an earlier
age.

While vision loss usually cannot be re-
stored, vision rehabilitation techniques and
products can make daily life much easier for
people with low vision. From improved light-
ing in stairways and closets to talking clocks
and computers to large-print labels on appli-
ances, there are numerous products and serv-
ices that can help people with low vision
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